
 

REGION ONE FOOTBALL OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 

 

Officiating Philosophy for Successful Crews 

 

1. Get prepared mentally & physically before the season. Stay prepared throughout 
the season. Get in the book! 

2. A good official keeps his cool, when those around him are losing theirs. 

3. Get the obvious… See everything you call, but don’t call everything you see. Don’t 
be too technical… Let ‘em play! 

4. Don’t reach for your flag unless you intend to toss it. Get a number! Keep 
officiating! Remember, when you toss a flag on the field, you & your crew’s 
integrity are at stake. 

5. Do not throw support flags, or blow support whistles… flag it only if you see it. 

6. Always see the ball before blowing the whistle… avoid inadvertent whistles. 

7. Bean bag fumbles… Know that it is a loose ball, don’t guess! Be a good “dead ball” 
official… keep players in view until they are out of jeopardy. 

8. Use preventive officiating when possible… Don’t coach. Don’t try to “make-up” for 
a bad call… Use that feeling as incentive to work harder… Be ready for the next 
call. Don’t look for a call… Let them come to you. 

9. Crisp ball movement on dead balls… Keep it off the ground. Show “it”, then throw 
“it”. 

10. Count players every down. All crew members. 

11. No committee meetings… Don’t congregate on dead balls. 

12. Hustle… Don’t hurry. And don’t walk! 

13. Communicate with courtesy… Treat coaches & players with respect. 

14. Stay focused for 48 minutes (plus OT, if necessary). Keep your crewmates 
focused. 

 


